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Becoming an Elementary School Teacher
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Why join the Department of 
Elementary Education at SFSU?

• Commitment to social justice and 
equity

• Outstanding faculty with experience 
asTK-8 teachers and experts in their 
field

• Strong, long-term reputation and 
connections to school districts 
throughout the region

• Variety of completion options to 
support different professional and 
personal situations

• Multiple field placements in a 
variety of settings so that you are 
well prepared for a diversity of 
teaching jobs



We have commitment to students, 
families, and colleagues.
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Honoring Students and Teachers

A change in perspective in our society is needed to improve schools.  
When students are valued for what they bring to the classroom and 
when teachers are supported and respected, schools will experience 
much more success.



Culturally Responsive Teachers

• Culturally Responsive Teaching requires teachers to create a learning 
environment where students are welcomed, supported, and provided 
with the best opportunities to learn.

• Culturally responsive teaching starts with learning what students 
know. 

• Teachers then strive to understand how students build knowledge.  
• Culturally responsive teachers demonstrate a sociocultural 

consciousness that allows them to appreciate the factors beyond 
schools that impact students’ educational achievement.  

• Culturally responsive teachers are knowledgeable about the lives of 
students.
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Effective Teachers

 Committed to students and their learning

 Know the subjects they teach and how to teach those 
subjects to students

 Responsible for managing and monitoring student 
learning

 Think systematically about their practice and learn from 
experience

Members of learning communities

The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (2022)
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Effective Teachers
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Who should apply to this program?

• Students who want to become elementary school 
teachers in self-contained classrooms.

• Students who want preparation to teach in multi-
lingual, racially and culturally diverse schools.

• Students committed to creating a more socially just 
world through education.



Multiple Subject Credential 
Program at SF State
Department of Elementary Education 



Program Options:
How long will it take me?

• 3 semester program (fall start): works well for 
students who have significant job/ family 
responsibilities

• 1 year program (summer start): full time, mostly 
daytime hours; equivalent to a 40 hr/ week job

• Bilingual authorization in Spanish, Cantonese, and 
Mandarin are 3 semesters and contain additional 
coursework for bilingual certification







Can I get a bilingual certification?
• The SFSU Department of Elementary Education offers bilingual 

authorization for students who are fluent in Spanish, Cantonese, or 
Mandarin

• Program is 3 semesters long and requires 1-2 additional classes + cohorted
methods classes with faculty who specialize in bilingual education

• There is HIGH DEMAND for bilingual certified teachers!

• Apply to MSC Credential or MA+ Credential for Fall (apply for summer if 
you anticipate being a teacher of record)

• Check a bilingual authorization choice in Area of Interest
• You will be interviewed by a bilingual faculty member as an initial 

language assessment.
• International students MUST apply as MA+ Credential (fall only)



Spanish Bilingual Educators for Social Transformation (BEST)





When will my classes meet?

• 3 semester program classes generally meet in late 
afternoon/ evening (daytime cohort offered if there is 
sufficient interest)

• 1 year summer start program classes generally meet in 
morning to mid afternoon

• Student teaching (3 semester): 12 hours/ week semesters 1 
and 2; Full time teaching-4 days/ week semester 3

• Student teaching (1 year): 15 hours/ week fall semester 1; 
Full time teaching-4 days/ week for 16 weeks Spring 
semester



How should I choose between the 3 semester 
and the 1 year summer start options?

One Year Summer Start
• Must meet all preconditions 

(incl all CSETs passed) prior to 
August 1 (or move to 3 
semester)

• Need full time availability 
(generally day time) starting in 
July

• 2 student teaching placements
• Done in one year: start in 

summer of year 1, get hired 
for fall of year 2

• *Potential interns should 
apply to summer start but will 
complete at a slower pace

3 Semester
• Fall start option available
• Late afternoon/ evening 

courses 
• Semesters 1 and 2 have 

flexible student teaching 
hours

• Up to 3 student teaching 
placements

• Bilingual candidates and 
interns can apply to either 3 
semester or summer start but 
will likely need 3+ semesters 
to complete



Once I’m here, what kinds of support 
can I expect?

• Faculty advisor will guide your 
progression through the program.

• Placement coordinator will arrange 
your student teaching in partner 
schools and grade levels based on 
your needs.

• Cohort model creates a support 
system among colleagues that lasts 
long beyond the program.



I want to apply!  
What should I do next?

• Open your application on CalState Apply
• Start/ document your 30 hours of early field experience
• Apply for your Certificate of Clearance
• Identify 3 strong recommenders
• Get proof of verification of Basic Skills Requirement (Review BA/BS 

Transcripts) 

• Get proof of verification of Subject Matter Requirements IF  
Liberal Studies or CAD- School Age major at SF State

• If not, Study and Take CSET
• These are just the things you need to start early.  Please refer to 

GCOE website or CalState Apply for complete application 
process.



Next Steps

https://gcoe.sfsu.edu/current-students/how-apply

https://gcoe.sfsu.edu/current-students/how-apply


Early Field Experience

• All applicants must document at least 30 hours 
observation/ participation in a public school grade 
Tk-Grade 5 classroom setting.

• One of your letters of recommendation should be 
from EFE host teacher OR someone who can speak 
directly to your work with children.



Recommendation letters



Certificate of Clearance Application Request Form









Credential + MA degree Program
International Applicants- You must apply for this program



Can I get an MA Degree?
YES!  

The MA in Curriculum and Instruction requires 18 additional units (6 classes, 
including field study)

Option 1: Concurrent Enrollment
For Credential + MA program 
applicants only.
• Must meet all pre-conditions + 

GPA > 3.0; 
• complete both within 2 years 

(requires summer classes)

There are two ways to get a Masters’ Degree along with your MSC 
Credential:

Option 2: Sequential
• After completion of credential 

requirements, 
• 3 part-time semesters (can 

include summer) or 1 full + 1 
part time semester (no summer)

*can work full time during MA 
portion



Other Possible Questions



Can I be a full-time teacher while I get 
my credential?

• Hiring decisions are done by school districts, not universities; we 
can support but we don’t initiate the process

• If a district offers you a teaching position prior to the start of your 
program or prior to your meeting all pre-requisites (ex/ CSET), 
they will hire you as a long-term sub or on an emergency 
credential.  Let us know ASAP and we will arrange for supervision 
and support in lieu of student teaching

• After completing 120 hours of credential coursework + all 
preconditions, you can qualify for intern credential status.  The 
district wanting to hire you or change your status will contact the 
Dept. of Elementary Ed. and we will then coordinate with them 
and walk you through the process.



Application Information for 
Teachers of Record

• Can apply to credential program for any semester, but 
applying for summer start provides best employment 
situation.

• Our admissions decision is not dependent on a district’s 
hiring decision.

• We are here to support future teachers!  Let us know your 
situation and we will do our best to support your pathway.



Resources



Tuition and Fees

https://grad.sfsu.edu/content/funding-your-education




https://gcoe.sfsu.edu/current-students/scholarships

https://gcoe.sfsu.edu/current-students/scholarships


Financial Aid

https://grad.sfsu.edu/content/funding-your-education




https://financialaid.sfsu.edu/newteachingcred

https://financialaid.sfsu.edu/newteachingcred


https://grad.sfsu.edu/

https://grad.sfsu.edu/


Contact us for more information!
Department of Elementary Education
elemed@sfsu.edu

Ali Borjian, Ph.D. 
Department Chair, Elementary Education
borjian@sfsu.edu

mailto:elemed@sfsu.edu
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